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Riley Awards $25,000 to Crack Down on Underage Drinking
in Gulf Coast Counties

MONTGOMERY—Authorities in Mobile and Baldwin counties will boost efforts to curtail underage drinking and driving thanks to a grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.

The Mobile County Commission will use the $25,000 grant to provide overtime pay for law enforcement officers who participate in activities targeting underage drinkers and those who supply alcohol to minors.  The funds will be distributed by the Mobile Area Highway Safety Office.
“Countless lives are ended too soon because young people make the irresponsible and illegal decision to drink and drive,” Riley said.  “I am awarding these funds in an effort to save lives through more effective enforcement of drinking laws.”
Enforcement efforts may include prevention of drinking parties where minors are present, sting operations aimed at businesses who sell alcohol to minors and extra manpower at public events to look specifically for underage drinkers.  Traffic checkpoints also may be increased, especially on weekends and during holidays.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.
Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Commission Chairman Mike Dean that the grant had been approved.
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