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Grants Will Aid Domestic Violence Victims in Northwest Alabama

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded three grants totaling $236,560 to assist victims of family violence in six northwest Alabama counties.  The funds will enable Safeplace, a nonprofit organization in Florence, to help victims in Colbert, Franklin, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Marion and Winston counties.

“Victims of violence need access to professional support in their time of need,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support the vital services Safeplace offers for victims.”


Safeplace will use a $176,540 grant to fund its Prevention, Education And Counseling Extension Project. The agency will use grants of $54,920 and $5,100 to help expand services to more Hispanic victims and more victims in rural areas. 

Safeplace’s PEACE program conducts support groups and counseling for victims and their children as well as school-based violence prevention education programs. PEACE also offers training for professionals in law enforcement, health care and social services to help them better address the problems of domestic violence, including techniques for protecting victims.

Safeplace will provide a Hispanic liaison to help more victims among the area’s growing Hispanic population. The organization also will print its brochures and billboards in Spanish as well as English.

The distance between Safeplace’s headquarters in Florence and victims’ homes in Franklin, Marion and Winston counties is sometimes a barrier to providing full services, agency officials said. The grants will allow Safeplace to have personnel in the three counties and expand on-site services like the advocacy program, in which staff members accompany victims to court.
Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. departments of Justice and Health and Human Services. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grants.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Ann Harvey, Safeplace board president, that the grants had been approved. Matching funds of $59,565 will supplement the grants.
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