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Riley Awards $160,000 to Fight Illegal Drugs in Etowah County

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $160,000 grant to the Etowah County Commission to help fight the use and distribution of illegal drugs.

The Etowah County Drug/Major Crimes Task Force will use the grant to continue investigating and prosecuting cases involving the manufacture, sale or use of illegal drugs. The unit also investigates violent crimes that are linked with drug activity. 

“Illegal drugs breed crime and violence and those who distribute them must be caught and taken off the streets,” Riley said. “I am pleased to join the task force in sending the message that illegal drugs will not be tolerated in our neighborhoods.”

 The task force works to reduce the use and manufacture of methamphetamine, which task force officials say is the dominant illegal drug in the county. The unit also investigates cases of fraudulently obtained prescriptions and the growth, sale and use of marijuana. 

Every law enforcement agency in Etowah County and the district attorney’s office participate in the task force, which was formed in 1994. In addition to its own cases, the task force takes part in multi-county and multi-state investigations with other law enforcement agencies.

From October 2004 to June, the group initiated 445 cases, made 343 arrests and successfully prosecuted 257 drug-related cases.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified commission Chairman Barry Gargus of the grant’s approval. Local matching funds of $160,000 will supplement the grant.
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