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Riley Awards $150,000 to Fight Illegal Drugs in Marion County

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $150,000 to the Marion County Commission to combat the use, manufacture and sale of illegal drugs in the county.

The Marion County Drug Task Force will use the funds to continue its battle against drugs that are distributed and used locally as well as those that are smuggled across the county to larger markets.

 “Illegal drugs destroy lives and are an underlying factor in many crimes,” Riley said. “I commend the Marion County Task Force’s efforts to make our communities safer.”

The multi-jurisdictional task force initiates its own investigations and works with law enforcement agencies within the county to investigate drug-related cases. 

The task force is specifically targeting methamphetamine, cocaine and the illegal use of prescription drugs because officials say those are the biggest drug problems in Marion County.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Kenny Jackson, commission chairman, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $150,000 will supplement the grant.
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