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Riley Awards Grants to Aid Child Abuse Victims

 in Southeast Alabama
MONTGOMERY— Child abuse victims in southeast Alabama will continue to have help in a time of need thanks to two grants totaling $146,902 awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.
The grants will enable the Southeast Alabama Child Advocacy Center to continue assisting young victims of abuse in Henry and Houston counties. The center also provides limited services to victims in Barbour, Coffee, Covington, Dale, Geneva and Pike counties.

“Children who are victims of abuse deserve adequate and professional assistance to overcome the trauma they experience,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support the Child Advocacy Center and the important services it offers.”
The center provides counseling services, a child-friendly atmosphere for conducting interviews, therapy programs and an advocacy program to help victims and their families through the legal system. Since 1994, the center has helped more than 3,800 victims of abuse.
The organization also trains law enforcement officers in techniques for crisis intervention and skills for effective communication with children when officers respond to domestic violence calls. At training sessions, center staff members distribute a directory of services available to help child victims.

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. departments of Justice and Health and Human Services. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grants.


Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, informed Jane Nowell, the center’s board president, that the grants had been approved. Matching funds of $36,725 will supplement the grants.
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