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Riley Awards Grant to Raise Awareness of Domestic Violence

in Southeast Alabama

MONTGOMERY—When domestic violence occurs, many people do not know what to do or where to go.  The House of Ruth wants to change that.

With the help of an $11,993 grant from Gov. Bob Riley, the organization, based in Dothan, will provide training and education to professionals and the public that will raise awareness of domestic violence and how to deal with it.

“It is vital that all Alabamians understand the consequences of domestic violence and learn how to respond,” Riley said.  “I commend the House of Ruth for reaching out to help victims in any way they can and I am awarding this grant to support this valuable service.”

The training will include information on the causes of domestic violence, services available to victims, strategies for assisting victims and instruction about domestic violence laws.  Law enforcement, medical and social service professionals who are “first responders” when domestic violence occurs will receive specialized training, and other educational programs will be conducted in schools and at community events.

The House of Ruth serves residents in Barbour, Bullock, Coffee, Dale, Geneva, Henry, Houston and Pike counties.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Paula Coleman, House of Ruth board president, that the grant had been approved.  Matching funds of $2,998 will supplement the award.
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