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Riley Awards Grant to Assist Assault Victims
in Dallas, Perry, Wilcox Counties
MONTGOMERY— Victims of domestic violence and sexual assault in three Alabama counties will continue to have a helping hand thanks to an $111,038 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. The grant supplements $10,200 awarded by Riley earlier this year.

The Selma and Blackbelt Regional Abuse Sanctuary will use the grant to continue assisting victims in Dallas, Perry and Wilcox counties. SABRA Sanctuary offers emergency shelter for victims and their children, operates a 24-hour crisis hotline and organizes support group meetings.

“Victims of violence need access to professional help to overcome the trauma of abuse,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support SABRA Sanctuary and the important services it offers.”
The organization also assists victims with their legal needs and refers victims to agencies that assist them in finding housing, job training and other services. In addition, SABRA Sanctuary employs a specially trained nurse to conduct medical exams of sexual assault victims. 
Through an educational program, the organization teaches high school students about the effects of domestic violence and sexual assault and ways to prevent abuse.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.


Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Helen Edwards, SABRA board chairwoman, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $27,759 have been committed to the organization.
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