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Riley Announces Grant to Upgrade Moundville Park and Museum  

MONTGOMERY – An old settlement is getting some new life thanks to a $200,000 grant announced by Gov. Bob Riley. 

The Appalachian Regional Commission grant will be used to renovate the museum and grounds at Moundville Archaeological Park near Tuscaloosa. Moundville was one of the largest Native American villages in North America 800 years ago. 

“For generations, Moundville Archaeological Park has given the world a glimpse of Native American life in the Southeast before Columbus,” Riley said. “This grant ensures that future generations will have an even better opportunity to learn about this early period in our state’s history.”

The museum will be renovated, exhibits will be upgraded, and interpretative displays will be added. The 66-year-old park hasn’t been updated since 1971. A University of Alabama study indicted that renovation could result in an additional 11,000 people visiting the park annually. 

The 317-acre park is one of the better examples of life during the Mississippian era, a 500-year-period that is characterized by the introduction of agriculture, permanent settlements, decorative pottery and jewelry and large flat-topped mounds on which temples and council houses were constructed. About 3,000 people lived in Moundville during its peak.  

Bill Johnson, acting director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Bill Bomar, director of the park, that the grant had been approved. 

The Appalachian Regional Commission was created in 1965 as a supplemental grant program to raise the standard of living, improve the quality of life and promote economic development in the Appalachian mountain region. Thirty-seven Alabama counties are part of the region and are eligible to apply for funding.
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