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Governor Riley Awards $500,000 to Improve Fire Protection and Fulfill Commitment on Job Creation in Elmore County
MONTGOMERY – Governor Bob Riley has awarded a $500,000 grant to help create new jobs and improve fire protection services in Tallassee.

The grant will be used to build a new fire station and purchase a new fire truck for the city. The fire station and new truck fulfill a pledge the city made to GKN Aerospace, Inc. to upgrade its firefighting capabilities so the company could expand. Governor Riley joined GKN Aerospace officials in Tallassee in July to announce the company would expand and hire an additional 250 workers. The company currently employs 535 workers in Tallassee.

“This grant improves not only fire protection for local residents but also Alabama’s economy by helping an existing industry expand and create new jobs,” Governor Riley said. “This is an example of the strong partnerships we’ve created between the state, local communities and industries that are helping to grow our economy.”

The funds will be used to construct a 4,500-square-foot fire station off Alabama Highway 229 near the city’s industrial park. In addition, the city plans to purchase a pumper truck capable of supplying 1,250 gallons of water per minute.

“This grant will greatly enhance fire protection for our community and support GKN’s efforts to expand,” said Representative Jack Venable. “We appreciate Governor Riley for recognizing the need for this grant and making it available to us.”

GKN manufactures composite structures and assemblies for helicopters, aircraft and aircraft engines at its Tallassee plant. The $20 million, 120,000-square-foot expansion announced in July will increase the plant’s size to 380,000 square feet and make GKN the largest private manufacturer in Elmore County.

Bill Johnson, acting director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Mayor Bobby Payne that the grant had been approved. The city is supplementing the grant with $100,000 in local funds.

The grant was awarded from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. ADECA is administering the grant.
