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Riley Announces Grant to Help Alabama Cities Reach Potential 
MONTGOMERY – A $78,500 grant, announced by Gov. Bob Riley, will enable officials from several north-central Alabama communities to become more effective in tackling the major problems facing their jurisdictions. 
The Appalachian Regional Commission grant to the CAWACO Resource and Development Council Inc. will fund the Your Town Mentoring program. The program is a 2 1/2–day workshop that teaches leadership and problem-solving skills to help towns reach their potential. 
“Every city is faced with challenges related to growth, zoning and planning, public safety or infrastructure development,” Riley said. “This mentoring program provides a common-sense approach to confronting and solving the many issues facing our communities.”
The workshop brings together municipal decision makers, including mayors, clerks, fire and police chiefs, and challenges them to find solutions to scenarios involving situations that cities typically face. Representatives from planning agencies and state government, along with others familiar with the problems facing small towns, will provide advice and guidance to workshop participants. 
Bill Johnson, acting director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Paul Kennedy, executive director of CAWACO, that the grant had been approved. CAWACO is a non-profit planning and development agency representing governments in Blount, Chilton, Jefferson, Shelby and Walker counties. 
 The Appalachian Regional Commission was started in 1965 as a supplemental grant program to raise the standard of living, improve the quality of life and promote economic development in the Appalachian mountain region. Thirty-seven Alabama counties are part of the region and are eligible for funding.
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