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Governor Riley Awards Grant to Improve Energy Efficiency in Alabama Schools

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $25,000 grant to the Waste Reduction and Technology Transfer Foundation to help 45 schools in 15 counties save energy and money.

WRATT is a group of retired engineers and scientists who perform energy audits and map out ways to improve energy efficiency. The group will develop plans to reduce energy consumption in K-12 schools in Bullock, Choctaw, Crenshaw, Dallas, Fayette, Green, Hale, Lowndes, Macon, Marengo, Perry, Pickens, Walker, Wilcox and Winston counties.

“These energy audits will show schools how to save money on energy costs enabling them to devote more money to education,” Riley said.  “Increased educational resources and improved comfort will allow students to perform at higher levels in the classroom.”

Energy audits can identify needed improvements in buildings and procedures.  WRATT estimates that energy costs can be reduced by one-third or more by instituting better energy conservation practices, making low-cost improvements to buildings and monitoring utility bills for unusual occurrences or trends and excessive electrical demand charges.  Further reductions in energy costs can be achieved by upgrading lighting, heating and air systems.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Energy.  He has directed the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified Robert D. Mitchell, WRATT project director, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of at least $6,250 will supplement the grant.
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