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Riley Awards Grant to Improve Energy Efficiency
in Senior Centers
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $130,000 grant to help senior centers more efficiently provide comfortable environments for seniors across the state.

The Alabama Department of Senior Services will use the grant to fund improvements in public and private non-profit senior centers that will increase efficiency and reduce energy costs.  The improvements will include insulation, caulking, double-pane windows, energy-efficient heating, cooling and ventilation systems, water heaters and electronic thermostats.
“This project will help senior centers conserve energy while maintaining comfortable and productive surroundings,” Riley said.  “I commend the Department of Senior Services for working to improve the lives of seniors and I am pleased to provide these funds.”
Efficient equipment and other upgrades will result in lower utility costs enabling centers to use the savings to improve activities, meals and other services.  Each center that applies for assistance will need to include an energy audit with the application to determine what improvements can be made to save energy.  
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Energy.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Irene Collins, Department of Senior Services executive director, that the grant had been approved.
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