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Governor Riley Awards $200,000 to Fight Drugs

in Southwest Alabama  

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $200,000 grant to combat the sale and use of illegal drugs in two southwest Alabama counties that make up the state’s 35th Judicial Circuit.

The 35th Judicial Circuit Drug Task Force, a multi-jurisdictional agency that works with law enforcement departments in Monroe and Conecuh counties, will use the funds to support its work with regional, state and federal agencies to halt the distribution and use of illegal drugs.

Riley commended the efforts of the task force to eradicate illegal drugs in the area. “Law enforcement in these counties is sending a strong message that the use and distribution of illegal drugs will not be tolerated,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to make these funds available to continue the work of the task force.”

The task force, formed in 1999, has found that the frequent association between illegal drugs and violent crime has resulted in its drug investigations solving several violent crimes, including murder, robbery, assault and theft.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs Director John Harrison notified Otha Lee Biggs, chairman of the Monroe County Commission, that the grant had been approved.  Local funding of $66,667 will supplement the grant.
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