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Riley Announces Grant to Help Students Become Better Nurses
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has announced a $194,152 grant to improve educational facilities for nursing students at Calhoun Community College.

The college will receive Appalachian Regional Commission funds to upgrade equipment in its nursing skills laboratory and to develop an additional laboratory.  The labs enable students to learn nursing skills and apply techniques in a practice hospital setting.
“Laboratory facilities are the backbone of Calhoun Community College’s successful nursing program,” Riley said.  “This grant will allow the college to further strengthen its hands-on approach to training and will ensure that students are well-equipped to deliver high quality healthcare services.”
The laboratories will be supplied with updated hospital beds and mannequins that are designed to increase students’ proficiency in intravenous medication, catherization and other nursing skills.
At least 200 nursing students will use the laboratories each semester.  More than 7,000 students have graduated from Calhoun’s nursing program and entered the workforce.  
Riley has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Marilyn C. Beck, CCC president, that the grant had been approved.
Created by Congress in 1965, the Appalachian Regional Commission is a partnership of federal, state and local governments dedicated to promoting economic growth and improving the quality of life in a 13-state region along the Appalachian Mountains.
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