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Governor Announces Grant to Boost Health and Dental Care for Residents in Northwest Alabama

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has announced a $156,900 grant for the purchase of medical and dental equipment and supplies by the Northwest Alabama Community Health Association in Florence.

The association will use the Appalachian Regional Commission funds to expand services in its health and dental clinic.  The clinic provides high-quality healthcare that is affordable for working residents who are not insured, including clients who are housed in local shelters.
“This program provides much-needed healthcare for those who otherwise would not be able to get it,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to announce this grant that will enable the clinic to continue its vital work.”

More than 7,000 patients have been aided by medical personnel at the clinic since 1997 and the dental staff has provided care to more than 1,100 patients since May 2000.  

Riley has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Lynn Aquadro, NACHA clinical director, that the grant had been approved.

Created by Congress in 1965, the Appalachian Regional Commission is a partnership of federal, state and local governments dedicated to promoting economic growth and improving the quality of life in a 13-state region along the Appalachian Mountains.
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