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Riley Announces Grant to Improve Literacy Among Coosa and Talladega Families
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has announced a $100,000 grant to help Coosa and Talladega county children, together with their parents, to learn to read and write.  
The Sylacauga Alliance for Family Enhancement will use the Appalachian Regional Commission funds to continue the Parental Enhancement Project.  The project is a family support initiative that aims to ensure each child’s success through quality childcare and family literacy.  The grant will enable the alliance to provide services to 100 families.
“Success in the classroom is built upon the educational foundation provided by a child’s parents,” Riley said.  “This grant continues a program that develops a vital educational partnership between parents and children that lasts a lifetime.”
The project incorporates four basic elements: preparing preschoolers for school; training adults in life skills, seeking employment and attaining a GED; developing better parenting skills; and bonding parents and children into better families.
Riley has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Margaret Morton, SAFE executive director, that the grant had been approved.
Created by Congress in 1965, the Appalachian Regional Commission is a partnership of federal, state and local governments dedicated to promoting economic growth and improving the quality of life in a 13-state region along the Appalachian Mountains.
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