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Riley Awards $64,895 to Promote Child Safety
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two grants aimed at reducing injury and death among children as a result motorized and non-motorized vehicles crashes. The grants, totaling $64,895, were awarded to Children’s Hospital in Birmingham.
A $44,895 grant will fund a program in some Alabama counties promoting the proper use of child-safety seats in vehicles. A $20,000 grant will fund a statewide program aimed at encouraging youth to take safety measures when traveling in motorized or non-motorized vehicles. 
  
 “Many serious or fatal injuries involving Alabama children can be prevented by taking time and using proper precaution,” Riley said. “These programs drive home the point that proper use of safety seats and gear can reduce injury among children.” 
The Alabama Safe Kids program is targeting 12 central and west Alabama counties in an attempt to get parents to heed the state’s mandatory child safety-seat law. In some areas use of child-restraint seats is as low as 17 percent compared to a state average of about 85 percent, according to a Alabama Department of Public Health report. Counties included in the program are Bibb, Chilton, Dallas, Fayette, Greene, Hale, Lamar, Marengo, Perry, Pickens, Sumter and Tuscaloosa. 
The Think First Alabama program encourages children to wear safety gear when riding a bicycle, skateboard or a motorized vehicle like an all-terrain vehicle or scooter.  

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Tom Shufflebarger, chief operating officer of Children’s Hospital, that the grants had been approved. 
Funds for both programs were made available to the state by the National Highway Safety Administration. ADECA’s Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division is administering the grants. 
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