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Riley Awards $50,000 to Establish Child Advocacy Center 

to Serve Victims in Pike and Coffee Counties
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $50,000 to ensure child abuse victims in Pike and Coffee counties receive necessary care and that their abusers are prosecuted.   
The grant will result in the creation of the Pike Regional Child Advocacy Center. The center will be a coalition of different agencies established to help children overcome the trauma of abuse by providing counseling and advocacy services. The center will also establish educational programs to prevent and reduce abuse.  
“This program provides compassionate, professional counseling so children can recover from the trauma of abuse,” Riley said.  “It also brings together agencies and individuals who have expertise in collecting evidence to successfully prosecute child abusers.” 

The center, scheduled to open in March, is the culmination of a long-time effort to provide local child advocacy services for the area. The center will provide all the necessary services for abused children at a convenient location. The nearest existing child advocacy centers are located 50 miles and beyond, according to center officials. 
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Scherryl Harrison, president of the center’s board of directors, that the grant had been approved.
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