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Riley Awards $166,000 to Battle Drugs in Northwest Alabama  

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley is joining forces with law enforcement agencies in Lauderdale County to combat the sale and use of illegal drugs.

Riley has awarded a $166,000 grant to the Lauderdale County Drug Task Force. The task force is a coalition of the Lauderdale County Sheriff’s Department and District Attorney’s Office, the Florence Police Department and the University of North Alabama Department Of Public Safety.
“Illegal drugs are a problem within every region and among every segment of society in Alabama,” Riley said. “I commend the dedicated work of the task force to stop the flow and use of drugs and I’m pleased to support their efforts.”

The agency was formed to provide sufficient manpower and resources necessary to battle the distribution of illegal drugs.  The agency provides a coordinated effort within the county and also works closely with regional, state and federal law enforcement officials to reduce drugs and violent crime.
John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Florence Mayor Bobby Irons that the grant had been approved. Local funding of $55,333 has been pledged for the program.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state from a program of the U.S. Department of Justice. ADECA’s Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division is administering the grant.
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