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Gov. Riley Awards Training Grant to Boost Skills;

Increase Competitiveness of Cullman Manufacturer 
MONTGOMERY—Workers at a Cullman automobile parts manufacturing plant will receive training to increase their skills and job security, thanks to a $50,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.

The grant to REHAU Inc. will be used to train 250 employees in a number of skill areas. REHAU is a tier one supplier of interior and exterior components for several major automobile manufacturers including Mercedes-Benz U.S., Ford Motor Co. and Nissan Motor Corp. 
 “This training will enable Alabama workers to improve their skills and income potential while helping their company expand and compete more effectively,” Riley said.

Workers will receive instruction in injection molding, painting, fabrication, material handling, maintenance and shipping. The additional training is necessary for the company to expand and obtain contracts with additional automobile manufacturers. REHAU is supplying $135,600 for the training which is scheduled to begin in July at the plant. 
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  Tim Alford, director of the Office of Workforce Development, notified Dan Plank, REHAU human resources coordinator, that the grant had been approved.
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