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Riley Awards $30,000 to Aid Child Abuse Victims in Jefferson County 
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $30,000 grant to provide professional and compassionate services for child abuse victims in Jefferson County. 

The grant to the Children’s Hospital in Birmingham will fund services provided by nurses who specialize in child abuse cases. Staff members are trained to conduct examinations and collect necessary evidence in a manner which doesn’t cause additional distress to often traumatized children.  

“This program provides essential and caring services for children,” said Riley. “I commend Children’s Hospital for its mission to help young victims survive terrible ordeals and mend their lives.”

The hospital’s Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner program provides caring and almost immediate examinations in secluded quarters by medical staff with specialized training in sexual abuse cases. Nurses have examined more than 850 children since the program began four years ago. 

Nurses are trained to look for and collect forensic evidence during examinations. The evidence, which is turned over to law officials, is often crucial in convicting abusers. 
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice. The grant is being administered through the Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs.

John Harrison, ADECA director, notified Tom Shufflebarger, chief operating officer at Children’s Hospital, that the grant had been approved. Local funding of $7,500 has also been committed to the program. 
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