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Huntsville Gets $45,000 for Children’s Traffic Safety Program 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $45,000 to continue Safety City, Huntsville’s program to reduce traffic-related injuries and deaths among children and young adults..

The governor said the program, which allows children to practice traffic safety rules, can prevent unnecessary injuries and save lives. “It is never too early to teach our children the basic safety habits that can literally save a life,” Riley said.

Safety City is a child-sized community of buildings, streets, crosswalks, traffic lights, sidewalks and a fire safety house.  Children learn pedestrian, bike, traffic and fire safety by taking turns participating in the interactive miniature city.   Safety City also provides car seat installation assistance to parents and serves as a fitting station for child restraints.

The grant also will help the Huntsville Municipal Court continue “Kids Court,” which introduces students to the court system and demonstrates the consequences of driving under the influence of alcohol.  In a municipal courtroom, students examine evidence associated with drinking and driving and participate in a mock DUI trial.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.  He has designed the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified Huntsville Mayor Loretta Spencer, that the grant had been approved.  The city has committed $45,000 in matching funds for the program.
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