[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Thursday, Feb. 10, 2005








Frank Miles













Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525

Riley Awards Grant to Promote Solar Technology in Alabama

MONTGOMERY—A non-profit organization in Anniston hopes to shed a little light on an alternative source of power for Alabamians.

The Brownfield Institute will use a $3,500 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley to encourage the use of solar energy across the state.  The group will identify and coordinate current efforts supporting solar power as well as conduct workshops in Birmingham, Mobile and Montgomery introducing the Million Solar Roofs Partnership project.

“Solar energy is free and abundant in our state,” Riley said.  “Making use of solar power in every day applications can increase efficiency and lower energy costs for Alabama residents.”

Brownfield established the solar project in 2004 as part of a federal initiative to install 1 million solar energy systems in the United States by 2010.   The program aims to motivate individuals and organizations to use solar power as an alternative energy source for residential, commercial and industrial use.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Energy.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified James Hall, Brownfield president, that the grant had been approved.
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