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Riley Wants Students to Know the

“Plains Truth” About Drinking and Driving 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $40,000 to help reduce underage drinking and alcohol-related vehicle crashes involving teens and young adults. The grant to Auburn University continues a statewide program that teaches students responsible decision-making.
The Plains Truth Project emphasizes drunken driving and shows students that drinking and driving not only is unhealthy and illegal, but also unacceptable among many of their peers. The program is geared for students ages 16 to 24.

“Drinking and driving is a deadly combination. One bad decision can take the life of promising students and bring devastation to their families and friends,” Riley said. “This program helps students make the right decision not to drink and drive.”

According to Plains Truth Project officials, many students who drink and drive incorrectly believe the majority of other students are also doing it, and that it is a normal activity. Once a student learns that alcohol consumption among their peers is less than perceived, that student is less likely to participate in illegal drinking or related dangerous activities.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant through its Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Dr. C.M. Moriarty, associate provost and vice president for research at Auburn University, that the grant had been approved.
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