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Riley Awards $173,501 to Help Troubled Boys in Morgan County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $173,501 to create a transitional home for Morgan County boys, who have been released from juvenile detention facilities.  The program is designed to keep the boys from committing more crimes.

“It is important that we provide strong guidance to help our young people steer clear of crime and help them become productive and viable members of society,” Riley said.  “I commend Morgan County officials for taking steps to help juveniles and I am pleased to make these funds available.”

The Morgan County System of Services plans to operate an eight-bed transitional facility with the help of Alabama Sheriffs’ Youth Ranches.  The program will reunite adjudicated boys, up to age 18, with their families and encourage resolution of family problems through counseling and referrals.

The transitional home will address basic needs of the juveniles such as safety, food, clothing and shelter.  Youth counselors will assist the boys in setting goals and preparing for the return to family life.  The program will also help older boys who cannot return home to find safe and stable housing.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Morgan County SOS board chairman Marie Hood that the grant had been approved.
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