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Riley Awards $301,473 to Children’s Hospital

to Improve Child Passenger Safety

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $301,473 to Children’s Hospital in Birmingham to save lives and to prevent injuries to children through the hospital’s Alabama Safe Kids program.

ASK will use the grant to help increase the number of safety checks performed in rural and urban areas in an effort to raise child restraint usage by 20 percent.

The program will train law enforcement officers, firefighters and other health and emergency officials on the correct way to install and use child restraints.  Trainees will then instruct parents and other motorists at safety checks and permanent fitting stations across the state. Along with the training, the program will provide safety seats and other supplies to establish and maintain fitting stations at fire departments, health departments, hospitals and other sites.
“This program will help parents make travelling safer for their children,” Riley said.  “I commend Alabama Safe Kids for teaching parents that properly installed car seats can save their children’s lives.”

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant through its Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Tom Shufflebarger, Children’s Hospital chief operating officer, that the grant had been approved.
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