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Grant Supports Better Enforcement

of Domestic Violence Protection Orders

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $96,100 to the Administrative Office of Courts to help identify and collect data relating to domestic violence court case activity in four Birmingham-area counties.  The information will be incorporated into a law enforcement database so that a defendant’s history of violence may be known and protective orders can be enforced statewide.

“We should do all we can to ensure that domestic violence victims feel as safe as possible,” Riley said.  “This project will help law enforcement officers protect victims and I’m pleased to support it.”

The State Judicial Information System, maintained by the AOC, is a computer network that gives law enforcement agencies access to criminal history files.  However, only 26 percent of municipal courts in Alabama provide information to the network.  According to court officials, this results in thousands of cases going unreported.  Victims are vulnerable because protective orders that are not entered into the system cannot be enforced statewide.

The AOC will partner with the Birmingham YWCA to implement the project involving state and municipal courts in Jefferson, Shelby, Blount and St. Clair counties.  The project will include training law enforcement officers to access existing databases, distributing scanned images of protective orders, and planning and implementing methods to collect data from municipal courts.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has directed the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Randy Helms, administrative director of courts, that the grant had been approved.
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