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Grants Help Birmingham Area Workers Upgrade Skills
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded more than $100,000 in grants to help workers at three Jefferson County businesses obtain new skills and increase efficiency.
Gov. Riley awarded $49,960 to G.R. Manufacturing Inc., $43,440 to Saiia Construction and $7,170 to Sign Faces Inc. Employees at all three businesses will receive specialized training aimed at boosting their skills and producing better products and services.
“Training not only strengthens job security and makes workers more valuable to their companies, it also increases the ability of a company to compete globally,” Riley said.
Fifty-eight employees at G.R. Manufacturing and six employees at Sign Faces will learn techniques to increase production and eliminate waste. G.R. Manufacturing is located in Trussville and produces parts for machinery used for rural fire suppression equipment, trash collecting and recycling and demolition. Sign Faces makes lighted signs at its Birmingham location.
Twenty-four employees of Saiia Construction will receive training in heavy equipment operation. The Pelham company performs land excavation and clearing services using heavy equipment and explosives.
Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor.  He has designated the Alabama Office of Workforce Development to administer the grants.  OWD Director Tim Alford notified representatives of the three companies that the grants had been approved.
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