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Grant to Allow Workers at Sumter County Company 
to Upgrade Job Skills

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $45,695 grant to enable workers at a York plant to learn new production practices that will streamline the manufacturing process.  The grant provides 54 employees of Moldwood Products with highly marketable job skills that will help them increase quality and productivity and reduce costs.

“This training makes it possible for Alabama workers to improve their skills and productivity and helps a vital employer in the community meet global competition more effectively,” Riley said.

Company officials say the upgrade in worker skills is necessary to remain competitive and create new trade opportunities.  The company will contribute an additional $57,616 for the training in lean enterprise, value stream mapping and Kaizen practices.  The Alabama Technology Network will conduct the training.

Since 1960, Moldwood Products has manufactured molded wood plugs and other furniture components for distribution to original equipment manufacturing companies.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  Tim Alford, director of the Office of Workforce Development, notified Don Livingston, plant manager, that the grant had been approved.
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