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Riley Awards $97,750 to Aid Domestic Violence Victims in Montgomery County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $97,750 to assist victims of domestic violence in Montgomery County.  The grant to the county commission will support efforts of the county’s violence against women prosecution unit, which helps victims through the legal process of interviews, hearings and trials.

“Victims of domestic violence deserve professional assistance as they cope with the trauma of abuse,” Riley said, “and those who commit abuse deserve swift prosecution.” County officials say the Montgomery Municipal Court continues to be overloaded with domestic violence cases.  The prosecution unit identifies cases involving a female victim and a firearm and diverts cases to district court.

Since the program began in May of 2002, more than 150 cases have been successfully moved and tried in a timely manner.  The unit also provides training to law enforcement officers to improve case development and prosecution throughout the judicial system.

Officials with the domestic violence unit say that victims of violence and abuse on college campuses are reluctant to report crimes and often are unaware of resources and support services.  In the coming months, the unit plans to conduct educational programs on college campuses to raise awareness and provide training for campus police officers.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Montgomery County Commission Chairman Todd Strange that the grant had been approved.
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