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Riley Awards Grant 

for Montgomery After-School Program

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded an $80,000 grant to the city of Montgomery to provide after-school activities for elementary students to promote academic success and help prevent juvenile delinquency.

The Central Montgomery Weed and Seed effort will enroll approximately 40 students, who live in a targeted area located north of West Fairview Avenue, in its Juvenile Opportunity Program.  The program will comprise after-school classes intended to build academic and social skills.  Students will work one-on-one with mentors recruited by the program and adult family members will be offered parenting classes and other social services.

“This grant will provide opportunities for young people to learn personal and social responsibility,” Riley said.  “I commend Montgomery officials for helping children discover and reach their greatest potential.”

The program will promote school attendance and participation, discourage the use of illegal drugs and alcohol, discourage involvement with gangs and encourage participation in community affairs. Program activities will include music, dance, visual arts and sports.  Students also will work with computers and receive homework assistance.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified Mayor Bobby Bright that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $40,000 will supplement the grant.
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