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Grant from Governor to Aid Etowah County Child Abuse Victims 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $75,359 grant to the James M. Barrie Center for Children in Gadsden to continue services to victims of child abuse in Etowah County.  

The center provides counseling, support and legal guidance to victims as well as family members who are not perpetrators of the abuse.

“Children need compassionate and professional treatment to recover from abuse and regain normal lives,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support the Barrie Center’s efforts to protect and assist Etowah County children.”

The center coordinates the work of law enforcement officials, social workers and counselors to respond immediately to families in need.  Interviews with victims are conducted in a child-friendly environment that helps comfort victims during the counseling process.

The center also works to increase the successful prosecution of abusers by assisting other agencies with forensic evaluations and preparing the victims for court appearances.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified Lesa Osborn, president of the center’s board of directors, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $18,839 will supplement the grant.
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