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Grant to Aid Domestic Violence Victims in Southeast Alabama

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $25,000 grant to Legal Services Alabama Inc. in Montgomery to extend services to family violence victims in six southeast Alabama counties.

The funds will be used by the non-profit organization to help low-income victims of domestic abuse attain independence from their abusers.  Legal advice and representation on matters such as personal safety, housing and governmental benefits will be offered to victims in Bullock, Butler, Crenshaw, Lowndes, Macon and Pike counties.

“This free and timely legal assistance to victims offers hope for a better life free from abuse,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to provide funds to support this program.”

Legal Services has been representing victims of domestic violence in the Montgomery area since 1981.  During the organization’s 2003 fiscal year, the staff provided representation to 338 victims.  To be eligible for services, a client’s household income cannot exceed 125 percent of the federal poverty level.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified David R. Peeler, LSA board president, that the grant had been approved.  Legal Services will supply matching funds of at least $6,250 to supplement the grant.
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