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Grant to Boost Fight Against Illegal Drugs in Baldwin County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $118,868 to the Baldwin County Commission to create a multi-agency drug task force to investigate, arrest and prosecute persons involved in illegal drug activity.

The task force will be led by the district attorney from the 28th Judicial Circuit and will comprise agents from the Baldwin County Sheriff’s Office and the Bay Minette, Daphne, Foley and Orange Beach municipal police departments.

Riley commended the efforts of county officials to eradicate illegal drugs in the area. “With the formation of this task force, law enforcement in Baldwin County is sending a strong message that the use and distribution of illegal drugs will not be tolerated,” Riley said.

The objective of the task force will be to reduce drug trafficking throughout the county.  Officials expect drug-related arrests to increase by 10 percent while a 20 percent increase in convictions is anticipated.  To minimize repeat offenses, those who are eligible for treatment will be provided assistance as soon as possible.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified Frank Burt, commission chairman, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $39,622 will supplement the grant.
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