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Riley Awards $31,167 for Cullman Juvenile Offender Program

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $31,167 to the Child Advocacy Center of Cullman to continue an alternative sentencing program for non-violent juvenile sex offenders.  Officials say that the treatment provided through this program is more effective than traditional incarceration in a state-run facility.

The alternative sentencing is designed to prevent future offenses by providing intervention, education and counseling along with group sessions for parents and caregivers.

“Providing non-violent juveniles with effective treatment and long-term solutions is important to reducing juvenile crime,” Riley said.  “This program uses intervention, group therapy and other techniques to hold youth accountable and make them more responsible for their behavior.”

The alternative sentencing program is a combined effort of the child advocacy center, the Cullman County Juvenile Probation Office and the District Attorney’s Office.  The program provides trained therapists to conduct thorough assessments of juvenile sex offenders.  It also provides education and support to primary caregivers and includes treatment to prevent behavior that can lead to additional offenses.

As part of the program, juvenile sex offenders will attend weekly group sessions.  Participants work with professional counselors who help the youth improve their method of relating to the world, teach them respect for the rights of others and make clear the long-term consequences of their actions.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified the center’s executive director Susan Martin that the grant had been approved.
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