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Riley Awards $148,000 to Assist Victims of Sexual Assault

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $148,000 to provide statewide training for law enforcement officials and prosecutors who respond to sexual assault cases and work with victims of sexual assault and rape.


The grant to the Alabama Coalition Against Rape will fund the training of prosecutors and law enforcement officers on sexual assault issues, including dynamics of sexual assault, techniques of interviewing victims and procedures to increase the prosecution of sexual offenders.


“Victims of violent crime deserve a response that is both highly professional and compassionate,” Riley said.  “The cooperative efforts of the Alabama Coalition Against Rape  and Alabama law enforcement officers helps ensure that we deal with these serious crimes as effectively as possible.”

According to ACAR officials, the training of law enforcement officials promotes the compassionate care of victims, increases reporting of sexual assault cases, increases prosecution and conviction of offenders and protects victims from future acts of violence.

the grant also will support continued development of the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner program across the state.  The program trains up to 30 nurses per year and provides for technical assistance to government agencies and victims advocacy groups.

According to the Alabama Criminal Justice Information Center, 1,561 rapes were reported in Alabama in 2003.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Janet Gabel, ACAR board president, that the grant had been approved.
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