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Riley Awards $40,500 for Sex Offender Notification Program  

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $40,500 grant to ensure Alabama residents are promptly notified when convicted sex offenders move into their communities.

 The grant will allow the Alabama Department of Public Safety to better maintain current and accurate address records of sex offenders and ensure prompt notification to communities.  
“This grant will enable the Alabama Department of Public Safety to improve implementation of a system that was enacted to protect neighborhoods and communities,” Riley said. “I commend public safety officials for their efforts to keep Alabamians informed and safe.”

DPS will purchase additional equipment necessary to update and maintain a database of sex offender address records.

The Alabama Community Notification Act, enacted in 1997 and amended in 1999, requires sexual offenders to register their residence with the state before they are released from prison. Offenders are also required to notify officials of address changes after they are released. Address information is relayed by local law officials to residents in the area where the convicted offender resides.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Col. William Coppage, state public safety director, that the grant had been approved. 

Riley awarded the grant from funding made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. ADECA is administering the grant through its Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety division.
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