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Riley Awards $31,227 for Autauga County Juvenile Program

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $31,227 to continue a program in Autauga County to reduce juvenile delinquency and deal effectively with youthful offenders.  The grant to the county commission will be used to continue the Teen Court program where non-violent juvenile offenders are given sanctions by other teenagers and offered counseling and educational services.

“This program helps to reduce juvenile crime and makes offenders accountable for their actions,” Riley said.  “I commend the work of Autauga County officials, volunteers and teen participants in making this a successful program, and I am pleased to make these funds available.”

Teen Court is a community-based intervention program designed to provide teenagers with an alternative to juvenile court.  The program provides services to assist juveniles in making changes in behavior that will lead them away from criminal activity.

Youth volunteers  determine appropriate sanctions for offenders found guilty of non-violent misdemeanors.  According to court officials, peers tend to mandate stiffer penalties than adult judges.

The program provides life-skills training for defendants and increases awareness of the legal system among student volunteers and teenage offenders.  It also provides the county and victims with a swift response for juvenile misdemeanor offenses.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Autauga County Commission Chairman Clyde Chambliss that the grant had been approved.
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