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Riley Awards $193,500 to Fight Illegal Drugs in Etowah County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $193,500 to continue the battle against illegal drug use and distribution in Etowah County.  The grant to the county commission will be used to fund the Etowah County Drug-Major Crime Task Force for its 11th year of operation.

“Drug-related violence and crime pose serious threats to the safety of our communities,” Riley said.  “I commend the task force for its aggressive pursuit and arrest of drug dealers and I am pleased to make these funds available.”

The task force is a combined effort of the Etowah County Sheriff’s Department, the district attorney’s office and municipal police departments in Altoona, Glencoe and Hokes Bluff.  The organizations join forces to create a multi-jurisdictional unit dedicated to the investigation of drug-related crime and the enforcement of controlled substances laws in Etowah County.  One commander and six agents make up the task force.

In the last 12 months the unit has made 429 arrests and dismantled 29 methamphetamine labs.  In the upcoming months, the task force plans an increased focus on stopping the flow of drugs from Mexico and Texas to population centers in Atlanta and the east coast via Interstate 59, which runs through the center of the county.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified Etowah County Commission Chairman Bryan Bishop that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $64,500 have been committed to the program.
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