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Riley Announces Grants for Water Projects in Franklin County

MONTGOMERY—Some residents in Franklin County will be receiving better and an ample supply of water thanks to Appalachian Regional Commission grants announced by Gov. Bob Riley.

A $64,685 grant to the city of Phil Campbell will be used to upgrade water lines and extend service to some rural residents who currently rely on private wells. The town of Hodges received a $43,818 grant to upgrade 2.5 miles of inadequate water lines and install fire hydrants along the route.  

“These grants will ensure that residents are provided with adequate and dependable sources of water,” Riley said. “I commend officials in both communities and Franklin County for working to provide and improve these necessary services.”

In Phil Campbell, about 1.5 miles of existing line will be upgraded and nearly two miles of new line will be constructed to supply public water to households, including many whose only sources of water are faulty private wells.

The Hodges project will involve replacing the existing 2-inch diameter pipe with a 6-inch diameter line. The larger lines will decrease the risk of line breaks and increase the flow of water. The new lines could also result in a home insurance rate reduction for residents because of the increased ability to suppress fires. Fires have destroyed eight houses in the area in recent years.  

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Hodges Mayor Edward Crouch and Phil Campbell Mayor Jerry Mays that the grants had been approved.

The Appalachian Regional Commission was started in 1965 as a supplemental grant program to raise the standard of living, improve the quality of life and promote economic development in the Appalachian mountain region. Thirty-seven Alabama counties are part of the region and are eligible for funding.
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